
339

I have now brought this inquiry
to a point which will enable me, in
a future paper, to state what sepa-
rations from opium are effected

upon obtaining the liq. op. sedativ.,
and what those separations se-

verally are; and I shall also en-
deavour, in the same paper, to show
the constituents of that -prepara-
tion. I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,
RICHARD BATTLEY.

Fore Street, Aug. 14th, 1824.

HOSPITAL REPORTS.

GUY’S HOSPITAL.

Case of Fracture of the Skull with
Depression without any distur-
bance of the functions of the
Brain.

We consider that the treatment
of these injuries is as yet but im-
perfectly understood, yet we can
look back and see a vast improve-
ment in this department of surgery
within the last twenty years. The

operation for the removal of de-

pressed portions of bone was then
almost invariably practised, but a
case of simple fracture, even at-

tended with depression, now seldom
occurs requiring operation. There
have been two or three cases of this
description very lately at this hos-
pital which have done perfectly
well by the antiphlogistic plan
merely ; some requiring blood-let-
ting, others not ; and we give the

.following case as an example of
the latter class:
M. H. setat. 19, a young woman

of rather a plethoric habit, residing
at Clapham, was knocked down by
a cart drawn furiously along the

road near Clapham-rise without a
driver ; it happened about ten at

night, and although she heard the
cart coming, it was so dark that
she could not tell in which direction
to get out of the way, and unfortu-
nately came in contact with the
vehicle. She soon after recovered
from the effects of the blow and
got up, and was assisted, by a per-
son passing at the time, to a house
in the neighbourhood ; from which
she was afterwards removed to the
hospital, and was admitted into

Chapel-ward on August 25th.
When she came in, she said,

that she had felt no sickness, and
did not feel particularly chilly.
She betrayed no confusion of in-
tellect but only complained of hav-
ing a dull heavy pain in her head.
On examination of the head it ap-
peared that the blow was received
on the right side of the cranium ;
and on further examination there

was a fracture of the parietal-bone
on the same side discovered, with
an evident depression of a large
portion of the bone, so that nearly
the whole of the thickness of the
bone from which it had been de-
tached could be felt.

She came in towards evening,
and after remaining in bed a short
time the pain in her head was les-
sened, and as her pulse was not
quick she was not bled, but had a
cold application made to the part.

26th. Had a quiet night, but
complained of a little pain in the
head ; tongue moist; pulse 78 ;
bowels moved once. Ordered to
continue the cold application, and
to take hydrargyri submuriatis gr.
v., and to be put on the low diet.

28th. Continues to improve ;
had a good night’s rest; feels no
restlessness; is a little thirsty; pulse
natural ; was yesterday ordered a
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repetition of the submuriate with’
some compound tragacanth powder.
’Bowels have not been relieved to-

day, was therefore ordered the
enema colocynthidis statim in-

jiciendum.
30th. Her skin feels rather hot,

;and she has been a little thirsty, but
the pulse is not increased in- fre-
quency, although it is a little
fuller; ordered hydr. submur. gr.
.ij. omni nocte sumend.

Sept. 3d. Complains of no pain
jn the part; the heat of skin and
thirst have subsided; sleeps well,
and appears in good spirits. Sir
ASTLEY, in going round to day, ,,

showed the case to some surgeons
from Germany, as illustrative of
the principle at present adhered
to in this hospital, with respect to
these accidents ; viz. that there
does not exist a necessity for re-
’ moving the depressed portion of
,bone, when the functions of the
. brain . are not disturbed by such
pressure. But at the same time
admitted, that he had known cases
in which great mental excitement,
and vialent corporeal exertion, had
.produced so much cerebral conges-
tion, that the, organ suffered- from
the pressure of the displaced bone;
and which cases had required the
bone to be raised even a consider-
able time after the injury. Yet,
these cases were so few, that they
could not with propriety induce an
opposite practice. He wished the
,patient to continue her present,
medicine- a -few days .lauger.

The accidents admitted this week
are, a fracture of the radius, with
a contused wound of the arm; a
punctured wound of the foot; a
,fracture of the tibia; a fracture of
the acromion and scapular end of
the clavicle; a lacerated wound on

the fore part of the tibia; a’frac-
ture of the tibia and fibula; a case
of epistaxis, in which cold lotions
were applied over the forehead and
nose, the patient was bled, and
took a scriiple of compoundpowder
of kino, in one ounce of the in.

fuion of catechu every four hours,
And had lint, dipped in tincture
of opium, stuffed upthe nostrils.
A case of fractured scapula and

ribs, with emphysema, which we
shall give next week; and a frac-
ture of the ulna, with lacerated
wound.

The operation of lithotomy was
performed here on Tuesday, by Mr.
KE Y, on a child about seven years
of age. He used the straight staff,
and the large knife, like that used
by CHESELDEN, having a cutting
point. The external incision is
made with the same knife, and then
it is carried onwards with its point
in the groove of the stiff, the han-
dle of which is depressed for the
purpose, into the bladder; the edge
of - the knife is also turned a little
downwards, as well as outwards,
asit makes the section of the pros-
tate. The stone was extracted

within two minutes. It was coin-

posed principally of the triple phos.
phate.

ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.

The continuation of the case. of
-C.ompound Fracture of the
,Skull with Depression, in Ed-
ward’s.

WE anticipated; at theterm&icirc;na-
- tion of ouFtIast report of this case,
that great constitutional excitemeat
would have followed; -but it ap-
pears that - the timely .use of the


